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and at rezional scviets of large cities. I Lelieve that the municipal,
and plant dispensaries are subordinated to those public health divisions
Local prblic realth divisions in their Lurn are obviously subordinated to
district ublic "ealth devartments, and on
of the republics ani of tre USSR, (n the other hand, the public health divisien
depends to a certai: degree also on the local eivil authorities.

The plant medisal stations of those plants

Large nlints and factories have rédical stations located on their zrcunds. Tre
largest plants have medic-l staticns at the n2in shops, and g
they rave disgensaries of treir oun. Te tcins tave
or polyclinics as well as hos itals. The lurge cities usually have several
dispensaries serving different, regions or the city. In addition to the

regional dispensaries in the larre cities, plants in thos
tave treir own dispensaries. as far as I krow, there are also public health
divisions at so-called "gerodskey soviet" (municsi

vite cften,
municipal dispensaries

e cities may also
ipal scviets - councilisy,

regional

“P to the ministries of public health

rerform

regular receptions of sick persons in one shify, They service only personnel

of the plant shere t' ey are located.

3. Trained nurses are usuaily on duty every day at plant dispensaries or medical

stations and at shop medical stations. 4s far as I know, routin

inspections are maie of the city or its regions at munieipal and regional publie
health divisions or "zdravotdel", &8 they are coften called,

e sanitary

Physicians are on

duty at the dispensaries to make cutside calls to those unable to get to the

dispensaries, and there are usually available ambulances {"kareta sko
to handle accidents or illnesses rejuiring irmediate medical aide

drugstores and sometimes pharmaceutical stores in the towns and cities which are
under the supervision of tre public health division or "aptekoupvavleniye"

drugsteres beard). Ilere are also municipal hospitals. Dispensary physicians!

calls and municipal ospitals are iree of charge; medicines and cthep medical
supplies may, however, by obtained only =2ith a charge,
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All medlcuy establishmenus .n: medical fucilities in the USSR are completely
insuiTicient ‘cr tre needs of t!c ceuntry. They are also very poorly ejuipped
muterially in «ll resvects. Zivipment and servicing cf hospitals, especially

in the orovin-es, are very cften extrermely pcor and out-of-date. Dentist's
ejuiprant, for in-tance, ias fallen far behind the US, and even Jirmany, by many
years. Dentists 'ave very feu kinds : ¢ materials normally considered a minimal
necessity in the US, ani tleir tools ure extremely poor and obsoleteo Even

in Kescow I have seen in .entist's offices cnly thke most primitive types of
dentist's irill (the pedestal tvre), ‘e ereater part of which are foot-driven,
Ttere is a shortare of rost dr:gs, dressing materials and redicinals and

medical implements, and therec ‘s sn almo=t ccmplete absence of many of them in
cormmon use elsewhere. Penieillin an! sulphidine are in t!is latter category.
Dispensaries are cverloaded, and patients have to Wait t'eir turns an over-long
time., even in Hoscow., In the province dispensaries %:iown to me, in spite of the
fact trat they operate in tuwo svifts similar to Moscow dispensaries, over=-
creddine is the normal thing. 4 vatient must fipet wait to receive an appoint-
rert at the reeistration office of the dispensary, anl tten must agair wait many -
hcurs for 4Ye physician; as a rule, there are no prelimicary sppointments Wwith
doctors withomt first .n .o Zomeltt bty o treating dector. .11 treating doctors
of i .dispensarv have officially-iixed ,iotas of Patients trey must receive, and
normally, because of the pressere of the nuwber of patients reeding care, these
fixed juotas are 'surpassed". Many heurs ar still wasted before a patient may
see a deceter. T is cverloadins of disvensaries can bo explained in the follow-
ing manner:

(a) Trere is a real shertage of dispensaries and doctors in comparison
with the nurber of vatients reeding medical attention;

(b) Dispensaries are re.uired te issue and to cortrol sick leaves,

Sevire laws repulatin- sick leaves, ticir control ani the .rocedure of legaliz~
ing sick leaves are i existence in the USSR, These same ‘aws also detcrmine
the responsitility of edical personiel for any violations. The so-called
"bolnichniy 1ist" (sick ieavs decurent) is the only document which legally
certifies a sick leave. Theze documents ure lepal only if issued by physicians
authorized to o so;'consequently, urder conditions of forced labor, with a
very ' irh uota of illness reguiring lempcrary release from work, this obligation
consumes considerable time, a sit ation “rich requires most of the time o° the
majority of the physicians. Also due to this system, an enormous amount of
otherwise productive time is totally .asted by the patients, wyhich, under
conditions existing in other countries is spent in rest a-qg ureful labor.

Private dectors are almos: unknewn in tre USSR, In order to supress private
initiative on the part of doctors, the Scviet Governmant has made it obligatory
for doctors to werk at, state public healtl establishments ard has established
extremely hich rates of .axation on orivate rractice, as well as numerous other
measures.

Apart from municipal, regional aag plant dispensaries and hospitals, private
digpensaries and hositals requiring fees do exist, nowever, chiefly in the

" large cities, In comparison with the state rublic health institutions, however,

this system services many times less tle number of patients; in overall figures,
that is, taking into consideration tre whcle country rat.er than the cities
alone, the number served by the private institutions is insignificantly small.
Service in tre private medical establishments is far superior to the public
health establishments, not only because there is a fee but also because it is
usually a very hich fee. I believe that dispensaries rejquiring payment have

no avthority 1o issue "gick leave documents. "

In swmary, tre USSR public bealth systen suffers from insufficient capacity

and equipment in the hospitals, especially in the hospitals in the province:,

and from lack of modern equioment. Illustrative of this is %he case of amputees, -~
of which there were many in the USSR during Werld war II ard after. Judging from
their appearances and from what was said by the amputees themselves ané iheir
relatives, they sought prostheses for urms or legs for years before getting them,

and when they did get them, they were of such unsatisfactory quality to often
hinder normal use.
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